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SPEECH SOUND - /S/ 

 

 

 

For /s/ production, the tongue is raised so that it nearly touches the 
roof of the mouth (alveolar ridge). The sides of the tongue touch the 
upper teeth, which creates a slender channel down the centre of the 

tongue along which the air-stream travels. 

 

The /s/ is an unvoiced 
fricative. The vocal folds 
do not vibrate. Fricatives 

are continuous, stream of 
air sounds. 

The velum seals 
the nasal cavity. 

The lips are slightly 
opened and pursed to 
help direct the unvoiced 
air-stream. 
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